
 

 

TOWN OF SILVER CREEK 
REGULAR MEETING 

JUNE 15, 2021 
 
The Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Silver Creek was held on Tuesday, June 15, 2021, in 
the Board Meeting Room. Present were Supervisors: Chuck Voss, Greg Hull, and Chris Jaeger; Clerk Alison 
Oftedahl; Treasurer Jamie Pellman; Town Operations and Facilities Manager Jody Reineccius, and 
Wastewater Operator Mike Hoops.  

Visitors Present: Katie Anderson, Greg Hull’s grand-daughter Victoria Hull, John Christensen, Kris Ambuehl 
and Nathan Feist. 

Chairman Voss called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

CONSTITUENTS CONCERNS:    
None. 

DEPUTY CLERK CANDIDATE INTRODUCTION: 
Oftedahl introduced Deputy Clerk Candidate Katie Anderson.  Oftedahl said that Anderson has solid 
experience and was described by references as trustworthy, reliable and responsible with excellent customer 
service skills.  Anderson provided her background with invoicing, administrative, bank teller and dental office 
experience.  Oftedahl reported that she spoke to outgoing Deputy Clerk Laura Kleive about working more 
hours, and that Kleive has declined the position.  Hull explained that Oftedahl has the sole authority to appoint 
the Deputy, but the Board controls the wages. After the introduction, Anderson left the meeting. 
 
ROAD & SAFETY: 
Road Report – Reineccius reported that road grading and chloride application has been ongoing.  However, 
the pump on the chloride truck needs repair or replacement.  He will be working on it.  He serviced the Dodge 
truck, and the skid steer and got all the trailers DOT inspected so they will be ready for hauling.  A culvert was 
relocated on Press Camp Road.   He has begun mowing and ditching work.  In the cemetery several trees 
were removed and two more need to be.  They plan to replace these with some new trees later on.  There 
was also one grave opening done last week.  Screens were installed on the Pavilion for the weekly Yoga 
classes.  And at the sewer, alum was applied to ponds.  Reineccius said he also conducted a number of 
locates for sewer lines.    

New Truck Purchase – We are waiting for the truck to be built with delivery still anticipated for January. 

 
SEWER OPERATIONS: 
Wastewater Operator Hoops reported that things are going well, and the weather is ideal for irrigating out the 
treated water.  Hoops stated that MPCA permit extensions will be needed for Lavonne Christensen’s parcels 
and for Mark Gerard’s parcel.  Motion Hull, second Voss to accept the June Wastewater Operator’s Report 
(included below). Carried unanimously. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Wastewater Operator’s Report – June 8, 2021 
Influent   2020     2021 
January   0.4923 million gallons  0.4689 million gallons 

February  0.4705 million gallons  0.4855 million gallons 
March    0.6453 million gallons  0.7586 million gallons 

April   0.3522 million gallons  0.6806 Million gallons 

May   0.4592 million gallons  0.6131 million gallons 
June    0.7075 million gallons 

July                     1.0050 million gallons 

August                1.0035 million gallons 

September   0.7865 million gallons 
October   0.7007 million gallons 

November  0.4779 million gallons 

December  0.4190 million gallons 



 

 

Total                    7.5880 million gallons 
 

Flows are lower this month as compared to May 2020. That’s an anomaly. Lots of traffic on the shore with 

the great weather. 
   

I do not have figures yet on trucked in wastewater.   

 

Effluent  2021 
May – Discharged 2.859 million gallons of water    

 

Current Operations  
As of May 31, departure from normal moisture is -.60 inch since January. Although this does not seem like a 

lot, just getting back to normal precipitation is wonderful for the operation. 

We are waiting on the new flow meter at the time I write this, but it was shipped Friday June 4. As soon as it 

is received, we will install it. It will then be connected to our cellular monitoring. 

Jody replaced a couple pumps at Gooseberry Falls State Park Visitor Center. They had pumped millions of 

gallons. 

 

We sampled sludge in #1 Pond to see what the makeup is of the existing sludge. I’m looking for % of organic 
vs. % of inorganic. We may be able to adjust our bugs to get better digestion on the organic matter. 

Sampling has been done as required and all reports submitted to MPCA. 

 

Pending Board Items 
Review District Growth Plan 

 
Pending Maintenance Items   

Repair leaking flange gaskets in #2 Lift Station 

Calibrate lift stations 

Cut out between pump chambers on duplex stations 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 
Mike Hoops, Wastewater Operator 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

STEWART RIVER SEWER: 
Project Updates – Ambuehl reported that they’ve been working on the Minnesota Management and Budget 
(MMB) Bonding process with the online application almost done. One of the resolutions being presented 
tonight must be attached to that application.  A response on the federally requested funding has not yet been 
received, but he heard from insiders that our project is under close consideration.  At this point, constituent 
John Christensen asked some questions and requested a copy of the design plan for Stewart River.  The 
Board and Bollig explained that a new design is under consideration and requires a new Preliminary 
Engineering Report. The Board promised to forward actual plan documents once they are available.  
Christensen left the meeting after this discussion. 
 
Task Order Number 2 – The Board considered the revised document (included below).  Kris Ambuehl 
explained that Task 2 has been amended to show $35,000 will be charged initially with the remainder of the 
$85,000 not due until after funding for the project has been secured.  He clarified that “initial” doesn’t mean 
now; it means after that amount of work has been completed.  Voss explained that Silver Creek would plan to 
use American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to cover this initial $35,000.  Motion Voss, to enter into contract 
with Bollig for engineering services as described in Task Order Number 2, (included below) second Hull.  
Carried unanimously. 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Ambuehl explained that there are three avenues to bonding:  the Governor’s Bill, the House Bill or the Senate 
Bill.  Bollig is attempting to get Stewart River on all three.  Resolution 2021-7 is needed for the MMB process 
for the Governor’s bill.  After discussion, motion Hull, second Voss to adopt Resolution 2021-7, needed for the 
online application for 2022 Bonding.  This resolution was adopted upon unanimous roll-call vote as follows: 
Voss-Yea; Hull-Yea; Jaeger-Yea. Abstained: 0; Absent: 0. 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
RESOLUTION 2021-7 

TOWN OF SILVER CREEK 
LAKE COUNTY MINNESOTA 

 

SUPPORTING THE REQUEST FOR  
STATE BONDING FOR A  

PUBLICLY OWNED SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM  
 

WHEREAS, the Town of Silver Creek understands that a publicly owned sanitary sewer system in the Stewart 
River Service District is vital in order to supply adequate sanitary service to the community, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Silver Creek recognizes that the lack of a publicly owned sanitary sewer is 
inadequate to meet the existing and future needs of the Stewart River Service District Region, and poses 
health, highway safety, and environmental risks, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Silver Creek approves and supports the efforts to predesign, design, and construct a 
publicly owned wastewater collection system to replace outdated private septic systems along the shores of 
Lake Superior. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Silver Creek hereby requests State Bonding 
in the amount of $12,670,000 to make these utility improvements.   
 
 
Motion by Supervisor ___Greg Hull______________. 
 
Adopted on  June 15 , 2021  
 
_________________________    ________________________     ________________________ 

Charles Voss    Gregory Hull   Christopher Jaeger 
  

ATTEST: ________________________________ 
Alison Oftedahl, Clerk 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Board read through the revised Resolution 2021-8 to accept fiscal recovery funds under the American 
Rescue Plan Act.  The Clerk explained that the revised language identifies Stewart River as one eligible use 
that is consistent with guidance.  Hull found a spelling error in the title (corrected in the version included 
below).  Hull suggested that the half of the funds anticipated this year (expected to be $65,000) be earmarked 
for the Stewart River Project for payment of Bollig Task 2 work.   Jaeger brought up whether funds could also 
be used for Castle Danger Wastewater system upgrades.   Ambuehl said that based upon training he 
attended, he believed that they could be.   He also pointed out that later resolutions could be adopted to 
identify additional uses for remaining funds since Silver Creek has until 2024 to spend the full amount.   
 
After discussion, motion Hull, second Voss to adopt Resolution 2021-8 to accept American Rescue Act 
Funds.  Carried unanimously.  The Resolution (full text below) was then adopted upon unanimous roll-call 
vote as follows: Voss-Yea; Hull-Yea; Jaeger-Yea. Abstained: 0; Absent: 0.   
 
 

  



 

 

RESOLUTION 2021-8 
TOWN OF SILVER CREEK 

LAKE COUNTY MINNESOTA 
 

RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT  
THE CORONAVIRUS LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUND  

ESTABLISHED UNDER  
THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT 

 
WHEREAS, as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic, township revenues and the local economy have faced economic 
impacts. 
 
WHEREAS, Congress adopted the American Rescue Plan Act in March 2021 (“ARPA”) which included $65 billion in 
recovery funds for towns and cities across the country.  
 
WHEREAS, ARPA funds are intended to support recovery and may be used in a number of ways including but 
not limited to replacing lost revenue, improving access to infrastructure such as water and sewer systems, and 
providing premium pay for essential workers. 
 
WHEREAS, $130,000 has been allocated to the Town of Silver Creek (“Town”) pursuant to the ARPA (“Allocation”).  
 
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Treasury has adopted guidance regarding the use of ARPA funds.   
 
WHEREAS, the Town, has the opportunity to pursue an infrastructure project and also has the ability to return any unused 
funds in 2024.   
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE TOWN: 
 

1. The Town intends to collect its share of ARPA funds from the State of Minnesota for the Stewart River 
Wastewater Project, a project designed to increase access to wastewater infrastructure, a purpose consistent 
with the Department of Treasury’s guidance. 

2. The Clerk and Chairman of the Board are hereby authorized to take any actions necessary to receive the Town’s 
share of ARPA funds from the State of Minnesota. 

Motion by Supervisor ______Greg Hull___________. 
 
Adopted on  June 15 , 2021  

 
_________________________    ________________________     ________________________ 

Charles Voss    Gregory Hull   Christopher Jaeger   

ATTEST: ________________________________ 
Alison Oftedahl, Clerk 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Regional Airport Proposal 
Voss stated that based upon his attendance at a meeting with officials from the City of Silver Bay, Beaver Bay 
Township, and Crystal Bay Township, he did not see any positives for Silver Creek in the joint powers 
regional airport proposal.  Silver Bay has requested a response within four weeks to their regional proposal.  
Based upon that, motion Hull, second Voss to direct the Clerk to write a letter to City of Silver Bay declining 
the offer to participate in a regional airport.  Carried unanimously.  
 
REVIEW MINUTES: 
Motion by Voss, second Jaeger to accept with one correction noted the 5/18 Regular Meeting minutes.  
Motion Hull, second Jaeger to accept as presented the 6/8 Committee of the Whole Meeting minutes.  All 
motions carried unanimously. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
The Treasurer’s Report was presented by Pellman as follows: TOSC checking: $51,897.65 and TOSC 
savings: $464,721.94 for a total of $516,619.59.  Outstanding checks totaled $7,089.24 for a CTAS balance: 
$509,530.35.  Motion by Jaeger, second Hull to accept the May Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Motion by 



 

 

Voss, second Hull to authorize the requested transfer of $45,000 from savings to checking.  Both motions 
carried unanimously.  

READING OF THE BILLS: 
The current month’s bills were read: claims 9004-9029, totaling $25,394.50, and payrolls through June 18th.  
Motion Voss, second Jaeger, to authorize payment of the bills as presented. Carried unanimously.    
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
The Board considered the following: 

• Affidavit of Posting for Reconvened Annual Meeting was signed. 

• MN Association of Township membership cards were distributed to the Board. 

• Email notification from Lake County of walk-in vaccination against COVID-19 at two locations this 
week in Two Harbors was passed around. 

• American Rescue Plan Act Information from MN Association of Townships was reviewed. 

• 2 approved Lake County Land Use Applications for properties in Silver Creek were received. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
$10,000 Invoice from Lake County – Waiting for payment until next month. 

HWY 61 Project – Maintenance Agreement for Silver Cliff Extension – In reading through the proposal, an 
incorrect road name was identified, and the Township’s required maintenance tasks were not very specific, 
nor were they limited.  It was also noted that no funding was provided for the Township in exchanged for 
taking on these maintenance activities.  After discussion, the group decided not to respond to the proposed 
agreement at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Potential Cemetery Rule Change – The Board declined to change the rules at this time and to handle 
questions or concerns as they arise.   

Annual Meeting Planning – The agenda and the budget/levy document were reviewed.  Supervisors will each 
speak on their area of authority.  The Clerk was asked to check with County Commissioner Sve on whether 
he would like to speak and add him to the agenda if so. 

Board Meeting Schedule Change – After discussion, to accommodate the Lake County COW on October 19, 
motion Voss, second Hull to change Silver Creek’s Regular October Board Meeting to Thursday night 
October 21st.  Carried unanimously. 

Deputy Clerk Terms – Oftedahl explained the plan would be to have the Deputy Clerk working approximately 
16 hours a week and attending one Board meeting a month paid at the wage approved in April ($18 per hr).  
Hull spoke that he felt the plan would be a benefit for both the Township and Oftedahl to have someone 
willing and available.  He cited the ability of Oftedahl to take vacation and ensuring a solid backup in case of 
emergency.  The Board did not see any reason to change the pay rate approved in April.  Motion Hull, second 
Voss to affirm Alison’s choice of Deputy Clerk at the hourly rate established in April and leave it to her to 
make the necessary arrangements for effective start date and ongoing scheduling.  Oftedahl officially 
appointed Anderson pending Anderson’s acceptance of these terms. 
 
PENDING BUSINESS:  
There being no further business, motion Voss, second Hull to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  The next regular meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday July 20, 2021, at 6:30 
p.m. in the Board Meeting Room. 

        Respectfully submitted, 
Alison Oftedahl, Clerk 


